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Washington County Road Department constructs an emergency dam to intercept an oil spill af- 
ter a Keystone pipeline ruptured at Mill Creek in Washington County, Kanas, on Thursday, Dec 8, 
2022. 
Associated Press 
Federal data: Kansas oil spill biggest in 
Keystone history 


By JOHN HANNA, RYAN J. FOLEY and 
HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — An oil spill in a creek 
in northeastern Kansas this week is the larg- 
est for an onshore crude pipeline in more 
than nine years and by far the biggest in 
the history of the Keystone pipeline, ac- 
cording to federal data. 
Canada-based TC Energy on Thursday es- 
timated the spill on the Keystone system at 
about 14,000 barrels, or 588,000 gallons. It 
said the affected pipeline segment had 
been “isolated,” the oil had been con- 


tained at the site with booms, or barriers, 
and environmental monitoring had been 
set up, including around-the-clock air- 
quality monitoring. It did not say how the 
spill occurred. 
After a drop in pressure on the pipeline 
that carries oil from Canada to the Texas 
Gulf Coast, the company said it shut down 
its Keystone system Wednesday night. Oil 
spilled into a creek in Washington County, 
Kansas, about 150 miles (240 kilometers) 
northwest of Kansas City. 
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Zack Pistora, a lobbyist for 
the Sierra Club in Kansas, 
noted the spill in his state 
was larger than all of the 
22 previous spills combined 
on the Keystone pipeline, 
which began operations 
in 2010. “This is going to 
be months, maybe even 
years before we get the 
full handle on this disaster 
and know the extent of 
the damage and get it all 
cleaned up,” he said. 
In September 2013, a Tes- 
oro Corp. pipeline in North 
Dakota 
ruptured 
and 
spilled 20,600 barrels, ac- 
cording to U.S. Department 
of Transportation data. 
A more expensive spill hap- 
pened in July 2010, when 
an Enbridge Inc. pipeline 
in Michigan ruptured and 
spilled more than 20,000 
barrels 
into 
Talmadge 
Creek and the Kalamazoo 
River. Hundreds of homes 
and businesses were evac- 
uated. The Keystone pipe- 
line’s previous largest spill 
came in 2017, when more 
than 6,500 barrels spilled 
near Amherst, South Dako- 
ta, according to a U.S. Gov- 
ernment 
Accountability 
Office report released last 
year. The second largest, 
4,515 barrels, was in 2019 
near Edinburg, North Da- 
kota. The U.S. Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency said 
drinking water wells were 
not affected by this week’s 
spill and the oil didn’t move 
from the creek to larger 
waterways. The spill was in 
pastureland about 5 miles 
(8 kilometers) northeast of 
Washington, 
the 
county 
seat of about 1,100 resi- 
dents and no evacuations 
were ordered. 
Pipelines are often consid- 
ered safer than shipping oil 
by railcar or truck, but large 
spills can create significant 
environmental damage. 
The nearly 2,700-mile Key- 
stone pipeline carries thick, 
Canadian tar-sands oil to 
refineries in Illinois, Okla- 
homa and Texas. An arm 
of the Transportation De- 
partment 
that 
oversees 
pipeline safety permitted 
operator TC Energy run the 
pipeline at pressure greater 
than is usually allowed if the 
company used pipe made 


from better steel. 
In a report to Congress last 
year, the Government Ac- 
countability 
Office 
said 
Keystone’s accident history 
was similar to other oil pipe- 
lines, but the spills have got- 
ten larger in recent years. 
Investigations 
ordered 
by regulators found that 
the four worst spills were 
caused by flaws in design 
or pipe manufacturing dur- 
ing construction. 
The TC Energy permit in- 
cluded more than 50 spe- 
cial conditions, including 
on its design, construction 
and operation, the GAO 
report said. Bill Caram, ex- 
ecutive director of the non- 
profit advocacy Pipeline 
Safety Trust, said Friday that 
he would have thought 
that the additional safe- 
ty measures would have 
been enough to offset the 
pipeline’s higher pressure. 
“When we see multiple fail- 
ures like this of such large 
size and a relatively short 
amount of time after that 


pressure has increased, I 
think it’s time to question 
that,” Caram said, noting 
the 2017 and 2019 spills. 
Concerns that spills could 
pollute waterways spurred 
opposition to plans by TC 
Energy to build another 
crude oil pipeline in the Key- 
stone system, which would 
have cut across Montana, 
South Dakota and Nebras- 
ka. Critics also argued that 
using crude from western 
Canada’s oil sands would 
worsen climate change, 
and President Joe Biden’s 
cancelation of a U.S. per- 
mit for the project led the 
company to pull the plug 
last year. 
The spill caused a brief 
surge in crude prices Thurs- 
day. Benchmark U.S. oil was 
up more modestly -- about 
1% — on Friday morning as 
fears of a supply disruption 
were 
overshadowed 
by 
bigger concerns about an 
economic downturn in the 
U.S. and other major coun- 
tries that would reduce de- 


mand for oil. 
Tom Kloza, an Oil Price Infor- 
mation Service analyst, said 
that oil is now perceived as 
plentiful, “and this mishap 
will not have any appre- 
ciable impact on gasoline 
or diesel prices.” Prices at 
the pump will continue to 
drop a few cents a day, or 
even more, and that be- 
tween Canadian imports 
and the Strategic Petro- 
leum Reserve, the U.S. has 
enough crude to last more 
than three years at current 
demand, he said. 
Patrick De Haan, an analyst 
for GasBuddy, which oper- 
ates a price-tracking app, 
said there is pressure to re- 
pair the pipeline quickly 
and keep refineries sup- 
plied, adding that “if it lasts 
more than a few days, that 
could spell trouble.” 
Past Keystone spills have 
led to outages that lasted 
about two weeks, but this 
outage could possibly be 
longer because it involves 
a body of water, RBC Capi- 


tal Markets analysts said in 
a note to investors. Though 
it’s possible that a portion 
of the pipeline could restart 
sooner, they said. 
The spill was 5 miles (8 kilo- 
meters) northeast of Wash- 
ington, the county seat of 
about 1,100 residents. 
The pipeline runs through 
Chris and Bill Pannbacker’s 
family farm. The hill where 
the breach happened was 
a landmark to locals and 
used to be a popular desti- 
nation for hayrides, said Bill 
Pannbacker, a farmer and 
stockman. He disagreed 
with the company’s deci- 
sion to build the pipeline 
over that 80-foot hill rather 
than bore through it, now 
questioning himself for re- 
lenting. 
“I wish I would have held 
firmer. And I bet now they 
wish I would have held firm- 
er too because I’m assum- 
ing the flow against that 
bend in the pipe is maybe 
what caused some of the 
problem.”q 


Oil from a Keystone pipeline rupture flows into Mill Creek in Washington County, Kansas, on Thursday, Dec 8, 2022. Vacuum trucks, 
booms and an emergency dam were constructed on the creek to intercept the spill. 
Associated Press 
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By AAMER MADHANI and 
CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden plans to 
announce at next week’s 
U.S.-Africa summit that his 
administration 
supports 
adding the African Union 
as a permanent member 
of the Group of 20 nations, 
according to the White 
House. 
The African Union repre- 
sents the continent’s 54 
countries. The G-20 is com- 
posed of the world’s ma- 
jor industrial and emerg- 
ing economies and rep- 
resents more than 80% of 
the world’s gross domestic 
product. South Africa is 
currently the only African 
member of the G-20. 
“It’s past time Africa has 


permanent seats at the 
table in international orga- 
nizations and initiatives,” 
the senior director for Afri- 
can affairs on the National 
Security Council, Judd Dev- 
ermont, said in a statement 
Friday. “We need more Af- 
rican voices in international 
conversations that concern 
the global economy, de- 
mocracy and governance, 
climate change, health, 
and security.” 
Biden has invited 49 Afri- 
can leaders to take part in 
the three-day Washington 
summit that starts Tuesday. 
The 
G-20 
representation 
would allow African coun- 
tries to more effectively 
press the group to imple- 
ment its pledge to help 
the continent to cope with 
climate change. The high- 


profile push for inclusion in 
the G-20 comes at a time 
when the AU has shown 
renewed unity and pur- 
pose on some high-profile 
issues, banding together to 
combat COVID-19 and es- 
tablishing the African Con- 
tinental Free Trade Area, 
which came into force in 
early 2021. 
African Union officials did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 
on the White House an- 
nouncement. 
South 
African 
President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, at last 
month’s 
G-20 
gathering 
in Indonesia, underscored 
the importance of Afri- 
can Union membership in 
achieving climate goals. 
“We call for continued 
G-20 support for the African 


Renewable Energy Initia- 
tive as a means of bringing 
clean power to the conti- 


nent on African terms,” Ra- 
maphosa told the gather- 
ing. q 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Treasury Department said 
Friday it is imposing sanc- 
tions on a broad array of 
people 
and 
companies 
around the world for cor- 
ruption and human rights 
abuses — from illegal fish- 
ing operations in Chinese 
waters to kickbacks in Gua- 
temala — in recognition of 
International 
Anti-Corrup- 
tion Day. 
Those sanctioned include 
the 
15-member 
Russian 
elections 
commission, 
which oversaw a sham 
referendum in Russia-oc- 
cupied Ukraine in Septem- 
ber, a group of companies 
and people linked to illegal 
fishing operations and hu- 
man rights abuses in Chi- 
nese waters and a church 
founder in the Philippines 
charged with sex traffick- 
ing. Other people and firms 
from Iran, the Western Bal- 
kans, Liberia and El Salva- 
dor were also among those 
identified by the U.S. feder- 
al government for financial 
penalties and blocks on 
property located or man- 
aged in the U.S. 
The wide-sweeping sanc- 
tions 
announcement 
comes on the day that the 
U.N. General Assembly ad- 
opted the Universal Decla- 


ration of Human Rights in 
1948, and aligns with Biden 
administration 
officials’ 
participation in the Inter- 
national 
Anti-Corruption 
Conference this week. The 
conference lineup includes 
speeches by U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken, 
White House National Se- 
curity adviser Jake Sullivan 
and other officials who 
endorsed various anti-cor- 
ruption efforts domestically 
and worldwide. 
The sanctions targets an- 
nounced Friday include a 


group of companies ac- 
cused of illegal fishing and 
worker abuse in Chinese 
waters. 
One 
company, 
Dalian Ocean Fishing Co. 
Ltd., maintained working 
conditions so dangerous 
that five workers died af- 
ter 13 months at sea, with 
three of the workers’ bod- 
ies dumped into the ocean 
rather 
than 
repatriated 
to their homes. A senior 
department official, who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to preview the 
U.S. action, said on a call 


with reporters that Dalian 
employs 
crew 
members 
who work an average of 18 
hours a day, live off expired 
food and drink dirty water. 
Illegal unreported fishing 
is associated with distant 
water fishing, where boats 
fish in other countries’ or in- 
ternational waters. China’s 
distant water fishing fleet is 
the largest in the world. 
Additionally, three politi- 
cians 
from 
Guatemala, 
including Allan Estuardo 
Rodriguez Reyes, the coun- 
try’s former president of the 


Congress, face sanctions 
for alleged corruption and 
using political influence to 
get kickbacks and other fa- 
vors. And in Russia, several 
presidential administration 
officials and the country’s 
elections commission will 
be blocked from the U.S. fi- 
nancial system. A U.S. Trea- 
sury statement says that for 
years the Kremlin’s elec- 
tions commission has tout- 
ed “clean and transpar- 
ent elections in Russia that 
have been riddled with 
irregularities and credible 
accusations that the Krem- 
lin has carefully managed 
the results.” 
The 
sanctioned 
people 
and companies’ property 
and interests in the U.S. will 
be blocked and American 
companies that do busi- 
ness with the sanctioned 
entities will have to wind 
down their ties with them. 
“Over the past year, Trea- 
sury has made combatting 
corruption and serious hu- 
man rights abuse a top pri- 
ority,” said Treasury’s Under 
Secretary for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence Brian 
Nelson in a statement. “By 
exposing the egregious be- 
havior of these actors, we 
can help disrupt their ac- 
tivities, dismantle their net- 
works, and starve them of 
resources.” q 


The Treasury Building is viewed in Washington, May 4, 2021. 
Associated Press 


U.S. sanctions firms for rights abuses on Anti-Corruption Day 


President Joe Biden speaks in the South Court Auditorium on the 
White House complex in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022, 
about the infusion of nearly $36 billion to shore up a financially 
troubled union pension plan, preventing severe cuts to the 
retirement incomes of more than 350,000 Teamster workers and 
retirees across the United States. 


Associated Press 


Biden wants African Union to be added to Group of 20 nations 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep.- 
elect Maxwell Frost of Flor- 
ida, the first member of 
Generation Z elected to 
Congress, says he is strug- 
gling to get an apartment 


in Washington and lost an 
application fee because 
his credit is “really bad.” 
The 25-year-old progressive 
Democrat, who will receive 
a $174,000 salary as a con- 


gressman, says his score 
suffered as he accumulat- 
ed debt running for office 
for a year and a half. Three 
months into his campaign, 
he said, he had to become 
a Uber driver to pay for bills 
and food. 
“This ain’t meant for people 
who don’t already have 
money,” 
Frost 
tweeted 
Thursday about his prob- 
lems 
apartment 
hunting 
in Washington, one of the 
most expensive cities in the 
country. 
His plight shows the chal- 
lenge for young or other- 
wise struggling new mem- 
bers of Congress who are 
moving to an expensive 
city and may not have the 
financial means to secure 
housing before they start 
receiving their government 
salary. 


Frost’s campaign manager, 
Kevin Lata, said Friday that 
the congressman-elect has 
received more than 100 of- 
fers for temporary housing 
solutions as he continues 
his apartment search. He 
has also received public 
offers on Twitter from world- 
famous chef Jose Andres 
and Democratic Rep. Jim- 
my Gomez of California, 
who tweeted that he could 
crash on the sofa of the 
apartment he shares with 
Democratic Rep. Darren 
Soto of Florida. 
Frost recalled that Demo- 
cratic 
Rep. 
Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez of New York, 
the youngest woman ever 
elected to Congress, faced 
a similar problem when she 
first won in 2018 at the age 
of 29. 
She said she was unable to 


afford an apartment in the 
capital before her salary 
kicked in. 
Ocasio-Cortez highlighted 
the wealth of many mem- 
bers of Congress and ques- 
tioned how they could fairly 
represent working people if 
they didn’t experience the 
same struggles. 
Frost, a Black man with 
Cuban 
heritage, 
cam- 
paigned on gun safety and 
“Medicare for All” and was 
endorsed by progressive 
leaders including Sens. Ber- 
nie Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren. 
He handily won Rep. Val 
Demings’ former seat in 
Florida’s heavily blue 10th 
Congressional District that 
includes the Orlando area. 
Demings lost her bid to un- 
seat Republican Sen. Mar- 
co Rubio.q 


By TRAVIS LOLLER 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
The Associated Press has 
filed a motion seeking to 
protect public access to 
records detailing the treat- 
ment of a Tennessee death 
row inmate who cut off 
his penis while on suicide 
watch. 
Henry Hodges has accused 
the state of cruel and un- 
usual punishment for keep- 
ing him tied down with re- 
straints on a thin vinyl mat- 
tress over a concrete slab 
after his return from the hos- 
pital, where surgeons reat- 
tached his penis. He was 
immobilized at one point 
for six hours straight despite 
discharge orders from Van- 
derbilt University Medical 
Center that he avoid sitting 
for more than two hours at 
a time, according to court 
filings, which don’t mention 
whether that also includes 
lying down. 
Hodges ended up having 
to return to the hospital to 
have his penis surgically 
removed after necrosis set 
in, according to filings. The 
state maintains that Hodg- 
es was not mistreated and 
that he has received ap- 
propriate care. 
Attorneys for the state are 
seeking a protective order 


to prevent the public dis- 
closure of records that in- 
clude any video of Hodges 
taken inside the prison. That 
includes footage from the 
cell where Hodges severed 
his penis with a razor and 
the cell where he was held 
in restraints after discharge. 
“The disclosure of any such 
photographs, 
videos, 
or 
other 
recordings 
could 
pose a severe security risk 
to both inmates and staff,” 


according to an affidavit 
by Ernest Lewis, the associ- 
ate warden of security at 
the Riverbend Maximum 
Security Institute. 
Specifically, the recordings 
might show the interior lay- 
out of the prison, including 
windows and doors, Lewis 
said. 
Hodges opposes the pro- 
tective order. In a court fil- 
ing Wednesday, his attor- 
neys claim the state’s mo- 


tion is an attempt to “hide 
their bad behavior from 
the public.” The document 
describes one episode in 
graphic detail. 
“These videos depict Mr. 
Hodges in 4-point restraints, 
laying in an obviously pain- 
ful spread eagle position 
with nothing but a black 
cloth thrown over the mid- 
dle of his body,” accord- 
ing to the objection filed 
by Kelly Henry, an assistant 
federal public defender. 
“In the video, Mr. Hodges is 
left to defecate on himself 
and lie in his own feces in- 
stead of being offered an 
opportunity to go to the 
toilet.” 
“The 
overwhelm- 
ingly horrific nature of these 
videos is the exact reason 
why Defendants want to 
hide them from the public 
under a protective order,” 
the objection reads. 
It includes a declaration 
from Ben Leonard, an in- 
vestigator with the federal 
public defender’s office. 
Leonard states that much 
of what the state seeks to 
protect, such as the lay- 
out of the prison or loca- 
tion of security cameras, 
is already public on the 
Tennessee Department of 
Correction’s own YouTube 
channel. 
The AP on Thursday filed a 


motion to intervene in the 
case to protect public ac- 
cess to the records that 
document Hodges’ treat- 
ment. The AP wants the 
court to consider its mo- 
tion at a Monday hearing, 
which Hodges supports but 
the state opposes. 
The state cannot simply 
claim a broad security risk, 
but must show that specific 
harms would come from 
disclosing the records, Paul 
McAdoo, an attorney with 
the Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press 
who is representing the AP, 
wrote to the court. The fact 
that the defendants are 
public officials and that the 
case is of public interest 
also weigh against granting 
a protective order, accord- 
ing to the memorandum. 
“Widespread news cover- 
age of Mr. Hodges’ hunger 
strike, mental health crisis, 
and treatment by correc- 
tional staff underline the 
compelling public interest 
in his case, in particular,” 
the memorandum states. 
A Nashville jury in 1992 con- 
victed Hodges of murder- 
ing telephone repairman 
Ronald Bassett two years 
earlier and sentenced him 
to death. He also was sen- 
tenced to 40 years in prison 
for robbing Bassett.q 


This booking photo provided by the Tennessee Department of 
Correction shows death row inmate Henry Hodges. 


Associated Press 


AP seeks to protect access to records of death row inmate 


Rep.-elect Maxwell Frost, D-Fla., speaks with reporters as newly- 
elected members of the House of Representatives arrive at the 
Capitol for an orientation program, in Washington, Monday, 
Nov. 14, 2022. 


Associated Press 


1st Gen Z congressman-elect denied apartment over bad credit 


agreement could be con- 
sidered.” 
Heavy 
fighting 
contin- 
ued Friday in eastern and 
southern Ukraine, mostly in 
regions that Russia illegally 
annexed in September. 
Ukraine’s presidential of- 
fice said five civilians have 
been killed and another 13 
have been wounded by 
Russian shelling in the last 
24 hours. 
Donetsk 
regional 
Gov. 
Pavlo Kyrylenko said the 
Russians were pressing an 
offensive on Bakhmut with 
daily attacks, despite tak- 
ing heavy casualties. 
“You can best describe 


those attacks as cannon 
fodder,” Kyrylenko said in 
televised remarks. “They 
are mostly relying on infan- 
try and less on armor, and 
they can’t advance.” 
In neighboring Luhansk in 
eastern Ukraine, regional 
Gov. Serhiy Haidai said the 
Ukrainian military was push- 
ing its counteroffensive to- 
ward Kreminna and Sva- 
tove. 
He voiced hope Ukraine 
can reclaim control of Kr- 
eminna by year’s end, and 
then by the end of winter 
reclaim areas in the region 
that were captured by Rus- 
sia since the war began. 
In the south, Kherson re- 
gional Gov. Yaroslav Yany- 
shevych said eight civilians 
were wounded by Russian 
shelling in the last 24 hours, 
and in the city of Kherson 
that Ukraine retook last 
month, a children’s hospital 
and a morgue were dam- 
aged. In the neighboring 
Zaporizhzhia region, Rus- 
sian forces shelled Nikopol 
and 
Chervonohryhoriv- 
ka, which are across the 
Dnieper River from the Rus- 
sia-occupied Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power plant. 
Zaporizhzhia Gov. Valentyn 
Reznichenko said Russian 
shelling damaged residen- 
tial buildings and power 
lines. 
In the Kharkiv region of 
northeastern Ukraine, Gov. 
Oleh Syniehubov said three 
civilians were wounded by 
Russian shelling, with one 
later dying.q 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — The 
head of NATO expressed 
worry that the fighting in 
Ukraine could spin out of 
control and become a war 
between Russia and NATO, 
according to an interview 
released Friday. 
“If things go wrong, they 
can go horribly wrong,” 
NATO 
Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg said in re- 
marks to Norwegian broad- 
caster NRK. 
“It is a terrible war in 
Ukraine. It is also a war that 
can become a full-fledged 
war that spreads into a ma- 
jor war between NATO and 
Russia,” he said. “We are 
working on that every day 
to avoid that.” 
Stoltenberg, a former prime 
minister of Norway, said in 
the interview that “there is 
no doubt that a full-fledged 
war is a possibility,” add- 
ing that it was important 
to avoid a conflict “that 
involves more countries in 
Europe and becomes a 
full-fledged war in Europe.” 
The Kremlin has repeatedly 
accused NATO allies of ef- 
fectively becoming a party 
to the conflict by provid- 
ing Ukraine with weapons, 
training its troops and feed- 
ing military intelligence to 
attack Russian forces. 
In comments that reflected 
soaring tensions between 
Russia and the West, Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin sug- 
gested Moscow might think 
about using what he de- 
scribed as the U.S. concept 
of a preemptive strike. 
“Speaking about a disarm- 
ing strike, maybe it’s worth 
thinking about adopting 
the ideas developed by 
our U.S. counterparts, their 
ideas of ensuring their se- 
curity,” he said. 
Long before the Ukraine 
war, the Kremlin expressed 
concern about U.S. efforts 
to develop the so-called 
Prompt Global Strike capa- 
bility that envisions hitting 
an adversary’s strategic 
targets with precision-guid- 
ed 
conventional 
weap- 
ons anywhere in the world 
within one hour. Putin not- 
ed that such a strike could 
knock out command fa- 
cilities. “We are just thinking 
about it, they weren’t shy 


to openly talk about it dur- 
ing the past years,” he said, 
claiming 
that 
Moscow’s 
precision-guided cruise mis- 
siles outperform similar U.S. 
weapons and Russia has 
hypersonic weapons that 
the U.S. hasn’t deployed. 
Putin also said he was dis- 
appointed with former Ger- 
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s recent comments 
that a 2015 peace deal 
for eastern Ukraine negoti- 
ated by France and Ger- 
many had bought time for 
Ukraine to prepare for the 
2022 war. 
“I assumed that other par- 
ticipants of the process 
were sincere with us, but it 
turned out that they were 
cheating us,” he said. “It 
turned out that they want- 
ed to pump Ukraine with 
weapons and prepare for 
hostilities.” 
Putin argued that Merkel’s 
statement 
showed 
that 
Russia was right in launch- 
ing what he calls the “spe- 
cial 
military 
operation” 
in Ukraine. “Perhaps we 
should have started it ear- 
lier,” he said. 
He also said her comments 
further eroded Russia’s trust 
in the West, complicating 
any possible peace talks. 
“Eventually we will have to 
negotiate an agreement,” 
he said. “But after such 
statements there is an issue 
of trust. Trust is close to zero. 


I repeatedly have said that 
we are ready for an agree- 
ment, but it makes us think, 
think about whom we are 
dealing with.” 
In separate comments via 
video link to defense and 
security chiefs of several ex- 
Soviet nations, Putin again 
accused the West of using 
Ukraine as a tool against his 
country. 
“For many years, the West 
shamelessly exploited and 
pumped out its resources, 
encouraged 
genocide 
and terror in the Donbas 
and effectively turned the 
country into a colony,” he 
said. “Now it’s cynically us- 
ing the Ukrainian people as 
cannon fodder, as a ram 
against Russia by continu- 
ing to supply Ukraine with 
weapons 
and 
ammuni- 
tion, sending mercenaries 
and pushing it to a suicidal 
track.” 
Ukrainians say they are 
fighting for freedom against 
an unwanted invader and 
aggressor. 
British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak spoke to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel- 
enskyy by phone Friday 
and both “agreed on the 
importance of preempt- 
ing Russia’s insincere calls 
for a ceasefire,” Sunak’s 
office 
said. 
“The 
prime 
minister added that the 
Kremlin needed to with- 
draw its forces before any 
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NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg gives a lecture on Russia, Ukraine and NATO’s security 
policy challenges, during the Civita breakfast in the University of Oslo, Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022. 


Associated Press 


NATO chief fears Ukraine war could become a wider conflict 
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By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Lawmakers in Greece on 
Friday approved legislation 
banning commercial spy- 
ware and reforming rules 
for legally-sanctioned wire- 


taps following allegations 
that senior government of- 
ficials and journalists had 
been targeted by shad- 
owy surveillance software. 
The 156-142 vote in parlia- 
ment followed two days 
of debate, during which 


opposition lawmakers ac- 
cused the government of 
attempting to cover up the 
illegal 
surveillance. 
They 
demanded that the date 
of a general election due 
before next summer be 
brought 
forward. 
Under 
the new law, the use, sale 
or distribution of spyware 
in Greece will carry a pen- 
alty of a two-year minimum 
prison sentence. Addition- 
al safeguards were also 
planned for legal wiretaps 
as well as for hiring the di- 
rector and deputy direc- 
tors of the National Intelli- 
gence Service, or NIS. Crit- 
ics, including human rights 
groups and an indepen- 
dent transparency author- 
ity, argue that the changes 
followed a poorly-planned 
consultation process and 
lack 
sufficient 
oversight. 


Opposition lawmakers all 
voted against the bill Fri- 
day. 
In August, a top govern- 
ment aide and the coun- 
try’s security chief resigned 
following revelations that 
Socialist 
politician 
Nikos 
Androulakis had been the 
subject of telephone sur- 
veillance by the NIS that 
the government insists had 
been legally sanctioned. 
Androulakis was later elect- 
ed leader of Greece’s third 
largest party. 
Reports followed in the 
news 
media 
that 
cell 
phones belonging to mem- 
bers of the cabinet as well 
as other senior officials and 
journalists may have been 
targeted 
with 
powerful 
Predator spyware. 
The government insists its 
agencies have never used 


the spyware a position that 
political opponents have 
repeatedly questioned. 
“Was the NIS monitoring 
other politicians besides Mr. 
Androulakis? The heads of 
the armed forces? mem- 
bers of the European Par- 
liament, yes or no?” oppo- 
sition leader Alexis Tsipras, 
who heads the left-wing 
Syriza party, said in parlia- 
ment. “I hope the answer 
is ‘no’ and I expect to hear 
it clearly. But if it turns out 
that you are lying, you will 
be duty-bound to resign.” 
The government of Prime 
Minister Mitsotakis’ center- 
right New Democracy par- 
ty, has seen its strong lead 
in opinions polls in recent 
weeks suffer as a result of 
the wiretapping allegations 
and the ongoing cost of liv- 
ing crisis.q 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Close to 60% of Haiti’s capi- 
tal is dominated by gangs 
whose violence and sexual 
attacks have caused thou- 
sands to flee their homes, 
the U.N. humanitarian chief 
in the Caribbean nation 
said Thursday. 
Ulrika Richardson said that 
has left nearly 20,000 peo- 
ple in the capital facing 
“catastrophic 
famine-like 
conditions” as a cholera 
outbreak spreads through- 
out Haiti. 
Richardson painted a grim 
picture of a country in a 
downward spiral, with half 
its population in urgent 
need of food assistance 
as the number of cholera 
deaths has risen to 283. She 
said close to 12,000 peo- 
ple have been hospital- 
ized with the disease since 
Oct. 2, and there are now 
a total of more than 14,000 
suspected cholera cases in 
eight of the country’s 10 re- 
gions. 
She said all but 1,000 of 
the 20,000 Haitians facing 
starvation are in the capi- 
tal, Port-au-Prince, mainly 
in the Cite Soleil slum con- 
trolled by the gangs. 
Richardson 
said 
insecu- 
rity has led to “massive dis- 


placement,” especially in 
the capital, where 155,000 
people 
have 
fled 
their 
homes. 
She said at a news confer- 
ence that the gangs are 
using “very terrifying lev- 
els of sexual violence as a 
weapon” to keep people 
under control, instill fear 
and punishment. 
She said gang battles over 
territory and their criminal 
actions are tearing society 


apart and escalating inse- 
curity. 
Political instability has sim- 
mered in Haiti since last 
year’s still-unsolved assas- 
sination of President Jove- 
nal Moïse, who had faced 
protests calling for his res- 
ignation over corruption 
charges. 
Daily life in Haiti began to 
spin out of control in Sep- 
tember 
just 
hours 
after 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry 


said fuel subsidies would be 
eliminated, causing prices 
to double. 
A gang led by Jimmy “Bar- 
becue” Cherizier, a former 
police officer, blocked the 
Varreux fuel terminal, set- 
ting off a fuel crisis. 
The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil imposed sanctions on 
Cherizier on Oct. 21, and 
he announced on Nov. 6 
that his G9 gang federation 
was lifting the blockade. 


But despite the availability 
of fuel, Richardson said, the 
humanitarian, security and 
political situation is wors- 
ening, saying that “every- 
one is affected by the vio- 
lence.” 
Hentry and Haiti’s Council 
of Ministers sent an urgent 
appeal Oct. 7 calling for 
U.N. Secretary-General An- 
tonio Guterres to dispatch 
an 
international 
military 
force to tackle Haiti’s vio- 
lence and alleviate its hu- 
manitarian crisis. 
Richardson said U.N. Secu- 
rity Council members have 
held intensive discussions 
since then focusing on the 
“potential leadership and 
potential composition of 
such a force,” but so far 
there has been no deci- 
sion. 
While discussions are con- 
tinuing 
in 
the 
Security 
Council, Richardson said 
the United Nations and a 
lot of countries are helping 
Haiti’s national police force 
— “and they need a lot of 
support in terms of equip- 
ment and training.” 
In mid-November, the U.N. 
launched an emergency 
appeal for $145 million to 
respond to Haiti’s cholera 
outbreak and rising hunger, 
but so far it has received 
just $23.5 million, she said.q 


Residents who were displaced from their homes due to clashes between armed gangs in La 
Plaine, are examined at a mobile medical clinic in the Tabare neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, May 13, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.N. aid chief: Gangs control about 60% of Haiti’s capital 


Greece’s Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis holds his cellphone 
during a parliament session in Athens, Greece, Friday Aug. 26, 
2022. 
Associated Press 


As wiretap claims rattle government, Greece bans spyware 
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International workshop on the potential of traditional knowledge 
to reduce the impact of climate change in the Caribbean 


ORANJESTAD – From the 
28th of November to the 
2nd of December, the in- 
ternational workshop ‘Tra- 
ditional Knowledge Solu- 
tions for Present and Future 
Climate Change Adapta- 
tion and Resilience in the 
Caribbean’ took place at 
the National Archeological 
Museum of Aruba (MANA). 
This workshop was a col- 
laboration 
between 
the 
project ‘Islanders at the 
Helm’ and MANA. 


For four days, participants 
from the Caribbean region, 
the Netherlands and Aruba 
exchanged 
experiences, 
knowledge and ideas re- 
garding climate change in 
the Caribbean region and 
how to reduce its effects. 


The opening of the work- 
shop had special guests, 
including the Governor of 
Aruba, the minister of Edu- 
cation and members of 


the press. After the official 
opening, the information 
part followed, where local 
and international partici- 
pants gave a presentation. 
To make these presenta- 
tions accessible to a wider 
audience, these are avail- 
able via treaming by fol- 
lowing the link: https:// 
www.youtube.com/@user- 
yr9ou6zh9n/streams. 


The following days consist- 
ed of small group sessions 
focused on specific topics. 
Among others, the partici- 
pants deliberated on ag- 
riculture, food safety, wa- 
ter management, cultural 
heritage, sacred spaces 
and memory places, house 
building and locations to 
live, and people as part of 
a Natural System to Adapt 
to Climate Change. 


A public panel with repre- 
sentatives 
of 
indigenous 
communities in the Carib- 


bean and Aruban farmers 
gave closure to the meet- 
ings at MANA. The panel 
focused 
among 
other 
things on the meaning of 
nature for communities, tra- 
ditional practices to deal 
with climate change, the 
contribution of traditional 
knowledge in the planning 
of development, and the 
key message of indigenous 
communities for the world. 


On the final day, a journey 
was taken through Aruba 
visiting archeological sites 
and innovative initiatives 
related to sustainability and 
the environment. Partici- 
pants were impressed with 
the projects of Ecoliving 
Aruba, San Antonio Col- 
lege and Aruba National 
Park that promote sustain- 
able agriculture and the 
rescue of Aruban plants. 


The goal of the workshop 
was to exchange ideas 


with key persons and insti- 
tutes in the Caribbean. In 
this format, local, indige- 
nous and traditional guests 
also received a platform. It 
was the first time in the Ca- 
ribbean that these diverse 
groups came together to 
deal with the challenges of 
climate change. 


For this topic, other meet- 
ings will follow to continue 
developing 
ideas. 
The 
workshop showed the im- 
portance of the integra- 
tion of results of scientific 
research with traditional 
knowledge. 


During an educational ses- 
sion at the Hofi di Shoco at 
the Aruba National Park, 
actions were identified to 
continue working together. 
A vision document will be 
presented on how to deal 
with climate change. A dig- 
ital platform was also cre- 
ated to facilitate dialogue 


between the participants. 
Next they will begin prepar- 
ing for another meeting in 
Isla San Andres, Colombia. 


It is necessary to promote 
more research and docu- 
mentation – with a da- 
tabase – on the national 
and local level for the 
topics concerned and to 
strengthen 
the 
transmis- 
sion of information to more 
groups in the community to 
create awareness. The or- 
ganizers were satisfied with 
the workshop. They thank Is- 
landers at the Helm, Carib- 
Trails, KITLV, Leiden Univer- 
sity, 
UNESCO-Caribbean, 
and the ministry of Culture 
and Finance of Aruba for 
making it possible. Human 
resources and equipment 
contribution was received 
from Fundacion Rancho, 
the National Library of Aru- 
ba and the University of 
Aruba (OGM Faculty). q 
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Get it ALL done at Do It Center and Super Do It Center & Groceries 


Noord – Sometimes all we need is 
one place where we can do all our 
shopping at once. Well, Do it cen- 
ter and Super Do it Center Grocer- 
ies has it all. This is the largest, local 
owned Do it Center in the Carib- 
bean and best of all a 100% locally 
owned family business. 


How it all began 
It was 1938 when Mr. Eric Pon- 
son started his journey at General 
Store. Ponson did not hesitate and 
decided to buy General Store. 
Buying a store and thus going from 
employee to owner of a business 
with a debt of 11.000 guilders was 
not an easy task. 


As the saying goes: “Behind every 
successful man, is a strong wom- 
an”. In the case of Ponson, this was 


no different. As General Store pro- 
gressed and slowly became suc- 
cessful, Mrs. Irene Ponson, came 
in to assist her husband. Irene Pon- 
son is a visionary, she knew exactly 
where and how to invest and with- 
in a short amount of time in 1970, 
General Store moved to a bet- 
ter location at the Steenweg. This 
aloud for a lot more merchandize, 
products and employees. Supply 
and demand was as such, that 
General Store became the num- 
ber 1 electrical business. Business 
kept going so well that the loca- 
tion at the Steenweg became too 
small and was moved later to Da- 
kota Shopping Paradise and later 
to Pedro Gallego Straat. With this 


move, an expansion was decided 
upon and an electronics store in 
Savaneta was opened. General 
Store still being very successful was 
ready for more growth. 
Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and Frans 
are the fruits of this marriage. 
Kenneth and Frans however, de- 
cided to further develop their fa- 
ther’s legacy and continued with 
their mother’s dream to expand 
the business. An expansion not in 
square feet only, but in merchan- 
dize as well. A great opportunity 
presented itself when the Ponson 
family was able to buy a piece of 
property across from the airport. In 
2007 the Ponson family moved into 
their brand new and huge building 
After a successful opening and 
expansion, Kenneth and Frans 
who inherited their mothers vision, 
decided that General Store was 
ready for yet another expansion. 
With the support of Mr. Tom Barfell 
and management of Do it Best in 
the States, the construction of Do it 
Center commenced. 
Fast forward to today. A Do it Cen- 
ter in Aruba, with more than 50.000 
top of the line items for interior as 
well exterior use, building materi- 
als, STO products and a top of the 
line grocery store. Perseverance, 
responsibility, vision and the cour- 
age to invest have made Ponson’s 
General Store as successful as it is 
today. 
Super Do It Center Shaba & Gro- 
ceries 
Located in Shaba, Noord. This is 
the last sibling of the Do It Center 
family. Here you will be able to find 
anything you are looking for. The 
building is divided into several de- 
partments from home to hardware 
to groceries. Everything under one 
roof. 
Groceries? Visit the fully stocked su- 
permarket with fresh fruits and veg- 
etables and high class meat selec- 
tions. Highly known products and 
brands are here for you to grab. 


Every week Do It Center Groceries 
offers its weekly special on select- 
ed items. Weekly specials are very 
popular and a perfect chance for 
you to buy your favorite products 
at a reduced price. 


Need a home makeover? 
Do not skip the furniture depart- 
ment “Leenbakker”. Here, you will 
find a divine collection of Europe- 
an furniture, worldwide known for 
their modern and stylish features 
for your bedroom, bathroom, living 
room or kitchen. For your garden 
they have a wide selection of du- 
rable furniture specially made for 
our tropical climate. Take a walk 
around and find some treasures. 
Find the perfect accessory for your 
house, fitted for your personality 
and style. Modern, elegant, retro 
industrial, whatever your style is 
you will definitely find something 
for your personal taste. 


Do it Center Shaba is open from 
Monday to Saturday from 8AM 
to 8PM and on Sunday’s from 
9AM to 6PM. 


For more information go to www. 
doit.aw.q 
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Information session for students in the 
Netherlands ‘Nos Diaspora’ a success 


ORANJESTAD - On Decem- 
ber 1, 2022, the Govern- 
ment of Aruba, Arubahuis, 
and the Haagse Hoges- 
chool organized an infor- 
mation session in the Neth- 
erlands called Our Dias- 
pora. 


The encounter held at the 
Haagse Hogeschool was 
attended mainly by Aru- 
ban students. The Prime 
Minister of Aruba, Evelyn 
Wever Croes, Minister of 
Finance Xiomara Maduro, 


and Plenipotentiary Minis- 
ter Ady Thijsen addressed 
all present. 


The Prime Minister talked 
about the financial situ- 
ation in Aruba and the 
CAFT relations and shared 
current compared to pre- 
pandemic data. The Prime 
Minister 
addressed 
the 
challenges 
since 
taking 
office. She indicated that 
these were difficult times 
for the Government since 
the pandemic significantly 


affected our island. 


The IMF expressed its con- 
cerns at the beginning of 
the pandemic that Aruba 
would be one of the coun- 
tries most affected by the 
pandemic due to its de- 
pendency on tourism. Now 
the same IMF is positive to 
see how Aruba has recov- 
ered very quickly com- 
pared with other countries 
in the region. Our tourism 
is booming, and the econ- 
omy is recovering. The na- 
tional debt is decreasing 
but still high due to the re- 
cent loan by the Nether- 
lands during the pandemic. 


The Prime Minister shared 
the plans of the Govern- 


ment on a variety of as- 
pects, including energy di- 
versification, environment, 
climate 
change, 
invest- 
ment in education, health- 
care, senior care, etc. 


A concern expressed by the 
students was employment. 
They wanted to know what 
the Government would do 
to guarantee work in Aruba 
for those who return after 
graduating. The Prime Min- 
ister stated that the Minister 
of Labor, Glenbert Croes, 
and Arubahuis are work- 
ing on a "Job Bank" to offer 
job vacancies to students 
based on their education. 


The students who attended 
had many other questions, 


and the Ministers took the 
time to explain and answer 
these questions. Nos Dias- 
pora was a success, and 
the Government is glad 
to see the number of stu- 
dents who attended this 
session to obtain informa- 
tion about the situation in 
Aruba, its finances, and 
how Aruba is on the path to 
recovery and becoming a 
strong and resilient island.q 


The Department of Civil Aviation from a 
reactive to a more proactive approach 


ORANJESTAD - In connec- 
tion with International Civil 
Aviation Day on December 
7, 2022, the Department of 
Civil Aviation (DCA), and 
Minister of Transportation, 
Mr. Ursell Arends, launched 


Aruba's online safety inci- 
dent reporting portal. 


The purpose is to promote 
a safety and knowledge 
culture in Aruba's aviation 
industry. 


The DCA recognizes that 
the public already con- 
tributes and will contribute 
to aviation safety in Aruba 
by reporting their concerns 
about safety issues they en- 
counter. 
With the portal, they intend 
to facilitate the report- 
ing of suspected aviation 
safety abuses, irregularities, 
or lack of safety directly to 
the DCA without the risk of 
unwanted consequences 
for the reporter. 


Once the DCA receives the 
safety report, they switch 
from a reactive to a pro- 
active process where they 
can identify the deficien- 


cies in reported aviation 
safety and implement im- 
provement measures be- 
fore it escalates or causes 
an injury to aviation safety. 
With the help of citizens, 
DCA can keep your flight 
safe. The portal is available 
at 
http://www.dca.gov. 
aw/reporting.q 
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Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — As from 
now on a very interesting 
museum on Aruba is open 
to the public again. Take 
this opportunity to learn 
about our island and expe- 
rience a different day be- 
yond the beach. Let us in- 


troduce to you the Museum 
of industry located in San 
Nicolas. 


The Museum of Industry in 
San Nicolas, also known 
as the art capital of Aru- 
ba, represents the history 


of gold, aloe, phosphate, 
oil and tourism through 
elaborated displays and 
multimedia installations. A 
unique opportunity to learn 
about Aruba's history, as 
well as the vibrant cultural 
heritage of this part of the 
island. Learn about the in- 
credible versatility Aruba 
has shown in history and 
the opportunity to experi- 
ence the stories of those 
who were part of this his- 
tory. 
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Iconic Wa- 
ter Tower in San Nicolas 
and narrates Aruba's indus- 
trial history which began in 
the 19th century. The Wa- 
ter Tower was built in 1939 
and consists of three sec- 


tions: the substructure, the 
high-rising 
vertical 
shaft, 
and the tank at the top. 
The Water Tower was pur- 
chased by the Monuments 
fund in 2003 so it could be 
restored and preserved as 
one of Aruba's monuments. 
The Museum of Industry is 
part of Fundacion Museo 
Arubano (FMA), which is a 
foundation set to maintain, 


preserve, and protect the 
Aruban culture sector, his- 
tory, and nature. The mu- 
seum of Industry is open 
On Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday from 9 am till 5 
pm. 


For 
more 
information 
check out their Facebook 
page Museum of Industry 
Aruba.q 


Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language 


ORANJESTAD 
— 
Papia- 
mento, Creole language of 
ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curacao) is from the Cape 
Verdean 
Creole 
family 
(Cape Verdean language) 
and was taken to the Ca- 
ribbean in the 9th century 
by the Cape Verdeans 
of that time (linings and 
slaves), experts in cane 
culture and sugar produc- 
tion, and who were hired 
by Jewish entrepreneurs 
who went to invest in this 
business in the Caribbean. 
Cape 
Verdeans 
taught 
this 
pre-industrial 
revolu- 
tion 
technology 
(plant- 
ing cane and producing 
sugar, 
which 
they 
had 
learned from Madeirans) 
to slaves from other African 
regions, and did so in their 
language, 
Cape 
Verde 
Creole 
(Cape 
Verdean 
language) , hence the lan- 
guage implanted in Aruba, 
Bonaire and Curacao. 
Unlike 
many 
interesting 
stories, wanting to link Pa- 
piamento directly to Portu- 
guese, Galician or Castilian 
(see Papiamento, on Wiki- 
pedia - Portuguese version 
and Spanish version, where 
the Portuguese and Span- 
ish, each claim the direct 
origin of Papiamento), in 
fact, this is not true. Papia- 
mento is not direct from 
Portuguese, 
Galician 
or 
Castilian, it is from the Cape 
Verde Creole family (Cape 
Verdean language). You 


can see this bestwhen it's 
saying obscene words and 
offending someone, pre- 
cisely as they say today in 
both ABC and Cape Verde 
islands. The obscene words 
kept the original, had no 
lexical influence either from 
Castilian or Dutch. Also the 
PapiCristang of Malacca, 
the Patuá of Macau, and 
several creoles from the 
east (from Daman, Sri Lan- 
ka, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Indonesia) 
and 
Africa 
(Casamança, Guinea Bis- 
sau, Sierra Leone and Nige- 
ria, these last two releases 
to the English), all originat- 
ed in the Creole of Cabo 
Verde 
(Cape 
Verdean 
language), which was the 
French language spoken 


in Portuguese feitories on 
the coast of Africa (from 
Senegal to Sierra Leone), 
and which was taken east 
by the thousands of cable 
- Verdeans (linings and 
slaves, already Christian- 
ized and speaking Creole) 
who served as sailors and 
“slaves of arms′′ in Portu- 
guese caravels, demand- 
ing the east. I don't know 
why the official history of 
Portugal usually omits this 
fact, which is in the chron- 
icles 
of 
the 
quinrentist 
chroniclers, but which we 
never saw in the history 
of Portugal that we study 
from primary education to 
higher education. Howev- 
er, it has always been tried 
to deceive us, in colonial 


time, that we were descen- 
dants of Viriato (Iberian 
hero in the fight against the 
Romans) and the pastors of 
the Hermini Mountains, but 
not much speaking of our 


black-African ancestry. 
We Cape Verdeans un- 
derstand each other very 
well with these Antillans 
and Easterns, whose lan- 
guage is from the same 
Creole 
family 
of 
Cape 
Verde (Cape Verdean lan- 
guage), speaking their Cre- 
ole and we ours. Therefore, 
Papiamento, PapiCristang, 
PatuáMacaense and the 
creoles, said of Portuguese 
origin, Daman, India, Sri 
Lanka, Myanmar, some lo- 
cations in the Philippines 
and some places in Indone- 
sia, are creoles of the lan- 
guage family Cape Verde 
Creole 
(Cape 
Verdean 
language) and indirectly 
the 
Galaico-Duriense 
or 
Galaico-Portuguese, 
a 
language that the people 
spoke in Portugal in the 6th 
and 7th century. 
Anonymous 
Source: Dushi Aruba 
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Team Dreyer representing Aruba in Colombia 


ORANJESTAD – This week, Team 
Dreyer departed from Aruba to Co- 
lombia for the Future Soccer Cup 
(FSC) tournament. Jimena Borja, 
coach of Team Dreyer U11, told 
our reporter about this trip, during 
which Team Dreyer will be repre- 
senting Aruba at the tournament. 


Borja said that the purpose of the 
tournament and the journey is for 
the kids to experience a bit of what 
international soccer is and for them 
to see another level of play outside 
of Aruba. “We believe that it will be 
very beneficial for us, because the 
kids will see what the level of South 
America is, and when they come 
back they can share that with their 
club mates. They also need to con- 
tinue working hard to continue re- 
ceiving opportunities like this”, she 
said. 


Team Dreyer is going to Colombia 


with a total of 14 children in the 
category of U11, which are 9 to 11 
year old kids who have stood out 
in their soccer clubs. Team Aruba 
will have games against the club 
Envigado of Colombia, which is a 
big and famous club in the Latin 
American country. They are known 
to produce players like James Ro- 
driguez, Fredy Guarin, Quintero, 
and other important players for 
Colombia. 
“This is a good opportunity for us as 
a school to continue growing and 
motivating the kids to keep work- 
ing hard”, Borja pointed out. 


Borja explained that the invitation 
for the tournament arrived about 
four months ago, and the kids be- 
gan their preparations shortly after. 
They trained in tactical, technical 
and physical as well because the 
games will be very taxing. 
“The kids train with us and their 


club constantly, and most of them 
know each other which for us is 
very good. It’s not the same go- 
ing with a teammate who you’ve 
known for a year already versus 
one that you met a month ago. 
This will be very good for the kids to 
experience”, she pointed out. 


The invitation for the tournament 
came through Borja herself, since 
she has contact with many peo- 
ple in Colombia, and because 
the school is well organized and 
they know that she is coordinator 
in Team Dreyer, the invitation was 
extended. 


Team Dreyer is a technical school. 
Borja explained that the difference 
between them and soccer clubs 
in Aruba is that they train techni- 
cal skill. Team Dreyer is focused on 
the development of the children’s 
motor skills, and they spend a lot 


of time working on the motor and 
technical skills. “We know that this 
is very important to reach a higher 
level, and we focus a lot on that”, 
she said. 


Team Dreyer trains children in cat- 
egories U5 to U17, and depending 
on their category, they work on 
what they need to put more focus. 
For example, small children focus 
on having contact with the ball. 
“The main focus for Team Dreyer is 
for them to develop technical as- 
pec, and we don’t go a lot in tacti- 
cal because we know that that is 
done at their club, and we respect 
that”, she added. 


To finalize, Borja thanked the par- 
ents of all participating children for 
their support, as well as their spon- 
sors. “Without their support, this trip 
would not be possible.”q 
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By MATT O’BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 
The Federal Trade Commis- 
sion on Thursday sued to 
block Microsoft’s planned 
$69 billion takeover of vid- 
eo game company Activi- 
sion Blizzard, saying it could 
suppress competitors to Mi- 
crosoft’s Xbox game con- 
sole and its growing games 
subscription business. 
The FTC’s challenge could 
be a test case for President 
Joe Biden’s mandate to 
scrutinize big tech mergers. 
The commission voted 3-1 
to issue the complaint af- 
ter a closed-door meeting, 
with the three Democratic 
commissioners voting in fa- 
vor and the sole Republi- 
can voting against. 
The complaint points to 
Microsoft’s previous game 
acquisitions, 
especially 
of well-known developer 
Bethesda Softworks and its 
parent company ZeniMax, 
as an example of where 
Microsoft is making some 
upcoming game titles ex- 
clusive to Xbox despite as- 
suring European regulators 
it had no intention to do so. 
“Microsoft 
has 
already 
shown that it can and will 
withhold content from its 
gaming rivals,” said a pre- 
pared statement from Holly 
Vedova, director of the 
FTC’s Bureau of Competi- 
tion. “Today we seek to 
stop Microsoft from gain- 
ing control over a leading 
independent game studio 
and using it to harm com- 
petition in multiple dynam- 
ic and fast-growing gam- 
ing markets.” 
The FTC said it was filing the 
complaint through its ad- 
ministrative process rather 
than taking the case to a 
federal court. An admin- 
istrative law judge it set to 
hear evidence but not until 
August 2023, according to 


the complaint. 
Microsoft’s president, Brad 
Smith, signaled in a state- 
ment Thursday that the 
company is likely to chal- 
lenge the FTC’s action. 
“While we believed in giv- 
ing peace a chance, we 
have 
complete 
confi- 
dence in our case and wel- 
come the opportunity to 
present our case in court,” 
Smith said. 
The company had been 
ramping up its public de- 
fense of the deal in recent 
days as it awaited a deci- 
sion. Smith said Microsoft 
has been committed to 
addressing 
competition 
concerns and brought pro- 
posed concessions to the 
FTC earlier this week. 
Microsoft announced the 
merger deal in January but 
has faced months of resis- 
tance from Sony, which 
makes the competing Play- 
Station console and has 
raised concerns with an- 
titrust watchdogs around 
the world about losing ac- 
cess to popular Activision 
Blizzard game franchises 
such as the military shooter 
game Call of Duty. 
Antitrust regulators under 
Biden “have staked out 
the view that for decades 


The Activision Blizzard Booth during the Electronic Entertainment 
Expo in Los Angeles, June 13, 2013. 
Associated Press 


FTC sues to block Microsoft-Activision 
Blizzard $69B merger 


merger policy has been 
too weak and they’ve said, 
repeatedly, ‘We’re chang- 
ing that,’” said William Ko- 
vacic, a former chair of the 
FTC. 
That has put pressure on 
the FTC to fulfill its bold 
promises to “not allow 
dodgy deals and not ac- 
cept weak settlements,” 
said Kovacic, who was a 
Republican commissioner 
appointed in 2006 by then- 
President George W. Bush. 
But he said Microsoft has a 
good chance of winning its 
legal challenge. 
“It’s evident that the com- 
pany has been making a 
number of concessions,” 
he said. “Microsoft would 
likely raise them in court 
and say the FTC is being 
incorrigibly stubborn about 
this.” 
Microsoft announced its 
latest promise Wednesday, 
saying it would make Call 
of Duty available on Nin- 
tendo devices for 10 years 
should its acquisition go 
through. It has said it tried 
to offer the same commit- 
ment to Sony. 
In an appeal to Biden ad- 
ministration priorities, Mi- 
crosoft had also sought 
to characterize its deal as 
worker-friendly after an- 
nouncing a “labor neutrali- 
ty agreement” in June with 
the Communications Work- 
ers of America that would 
allow workers to unionize 
after the acquisition closes. 
The union’s president, Chris 
Shelton, wrote an opinion 
column in The Hill this week 
calling on the FTC to “seal 
the deal, not blow it up.” q 
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Divi Golf & Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
Studio wk 50, 51, 52, 
ocean front $9 K each 
1 br wk 50, 51, 52, 1 


$11 K each 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 


_________________________________216153 


For Rent Best Price 
Studio & 1 bedroom 
week 50, 51, 52 and 1 
Ocean View 
divi Village Golf & beach resort 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 


________________________________216154 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 
centro medico tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
Populations of a vulner- 
able species of marine 
mammal, numerous spe- 
cies of abalone and a 
type of Caribbean coral 
are now threatened with 
extinction, an international 
conservation organization 
said Friday. 
The International Union for 
Conservation 
of 
Nature 
announced the update 
during the United Nations 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity, or COP15, con- 
ference in Montreal. The 
union’s hundreds of mem- 
bers include government 
agencies from around the 
world, and it’s one of the 
planet’s 
widest-reaching 
environmental networks. 
The IUCN uses its Red List of 
Threatened Species to cat- 
egorize animals approach- 
ing extinction. This year, 
the union is sounding the 
alarm about the dugong 
a large and docile marine 
mammal that lives from the 
eastern coast of Africa to 
the western Pacific Ocean. 
The dugong is vulnerable 
throughout its range, and 
now populations in East 
Africa have entered the 
red list as critically endan- 
gered, IUCN said in a state- 
ment. Populations in New 
Caledonia have entered 
the list as endangered, the 
group said. 
The major threats to the 
animal are unintentional 
capture in fishing gear in 
East Africa and poaching 
in New Caledonia, IUCN 
said. It also suffers from 
boat collisions and loss 
of the seagrasses it eats, 
said Evan Trotzuk, who led 
the East Africa red list as- 


Serena, a dugong, swims at the Toba Aquarium in Toba, Japan on Sept. 5, 2012. 
Associated Press 


Manatee relative, 700 new species now facing extinction 


sessment. 
“Strengthening 
community-led 
fisheries 
governance and expand- 
ing work opportunities be- 
yond fishing are key in East 
Africa, where marine eco- 
systems are fundamental 
to people’s food security 
and livelihoods,” Trotzuk 
said. The IUCN Red List in- 
cludes more than 150,000 
species. The list sometimes 
overlaps with the species 
listed under the U.S. En- 
dangered 
Species 
Act, 
such as in the case of the 
North Atlantic right whale. 
More than 42,000 of the 
species on the red list are 
threatened with extinction, 
IUCN says. IUCN uses sev- 
eral categories to describe 


an animal’s status, rang- 
ing from “least concern” 
to “critically endangered.” 
IUCN typically updates the 
red list two or three times a 
year. This week’s update 
includes more than 3,000 
additions to the red list. Of 
those, 700 are threatened 
with extinction. 
Jane Smart, head of IUCN’s 
Centre for Science and 
Data, said it will take po- 
litical will to save the jeop- 
ardized species, and the 
gravity of the new listings 
can serve as a clarion call. 
“The news we often give 
you on this is often gloomy, 
a little bit depressing, but it 
sparks the action, which is 
good,” Smart said. 


Pillar coral, which is found 
throughout 
the 
Carib- 
bean, was moved from 
vulnerable to critically en- 
dangered in this week’s 
update. The coral is threat- 
ened by a tissue loss dis- 
ease, and its population 
has shrunk by more than 
80% across most of its range 
since 1990, IUCN said. The 
IUCN lists more than two 
dozen corals in the Atlantic 
Ocean as critically endan- 
gered. q 
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(AP) — The Nike Hoop Sum- 
mit, an annual event that 
pits top U.S. high school 
players against a team of 
International players age 
19 and under, is adding a 
women’s matchup for the 
first time. 
The next summit will be in 
Portland on April 8, USA 
Basketball announced Fri- 
day. 
“The Nike Hoop Summit 
has been a great event 
to showcase the USA’s top 
talent against the World’s 
top talent on an annual 
basis,” USA Basketball CEO 


Jim Tooley said. 
“With the addition of a 
women’s game, there is 
another 
opportunity 
for 
our top women’s players 
to compete on an interna- 
tional stage.” 
The summit dates back 
to 1995 and has seen 253 
past participants drafted 
into the NBA, with 90 top- 
10 selections and 14 No. 1 
picks including Cade Cun- 
ningham (2021), Zion Wil- 
liamson (2019), Deandre 
Ayton (2018), Markelle Fultz 
(2017), Ben Simmons (2016), 
Karl-Anthony Towns (2015), 
Andrew 
Wiggins 
(2014), 


Anthony Bennett (2013), 
Anthony Davis (2012), Ky- 
rie Irving (2011), John Wall 
(2010), Derrick Rose (2008), 
Andrea 
Bargnani 
(2006) 
and Elton Brand (1999). 
Other alumni of the sum- 
mit include Kevin Garnett, 
Dirk Nowitzki, Tony Parker, 
Shane Battier, Kevin Du- 
rant, Kevin Love, Jayson Ta- 
tum, Jaylen Brown, Bradley 
Beal and Tyler Herro. 
The U.S. has won 16 of the 
23 games played to date. 
Rosters for the 2023 games 
are expected to be an- 
nounced in the coming 
weeks.q 


New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson (1) goes to the 
basket against Detroit Pistons center Jalen Duren (0) and center 
Isaiah Stewart (28) in the second half of an NBA basketball 
game in New Orleans, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Nike Hoop Summit to feature women’s game for 1st time 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
Brittney Griner is back in the 
United States after an ardu- 
ous 10-month saga in Rus- 
sia. Yet nearly half of her 
WNBA peers opted to com- 
pete abroad this winter to 
supplement their incomes. 
None are playing in Russia, 
for obvious reasons Griner’s 
ordeal and the country’s 
ongoing war with Ukraine 
but 67 of the league’s 144 
players are in Australia, Tur- 
key, Italy and about a half- 
dozen other countries. 
“Our players are going to 
do what’s best for them 
in consultation with their 
families and their agents,” 
WNBA Commissioner Cathy 
Engelbert said. “And we’re 
certainly here to help them 
think through the security 
risks and things like that. I 
think you’re seeing players 
take advantage of other 
opportunities, and we’re 
certainly going to provide 
them more opportunities to 
do things with the league in 
the offseason and keep the 
momentum going around 
the great play that they put 
on the court every year.” 
Griner, an All-Star with the 
Phoenix Mercury and a 
two-time 
Olympic 
gold 
medalist, was detained fol- 
lowing her arrest at Mos- 
cow’s Sheremetyevo Air- 
port in February on drug 
possession charges while 
returning to Russia to play 
for her overseas team. She 
was convicted and sen- 
tenced to nine years in pris- 


on in Russia before the U.S. 
and Russia made a high- 
level 
prisoner 
exchange 
Thursday that allowed her 
to return home. 
Griner has not spoken pub- 
licly nor announced an- 
nounced her career plans 
since she was freed. But if 
she wanted to return to the 
court, she would be wel- 
comed back by the WNBA, 
the Mercury and USA Bas- 
ketball. 
Engelbert said she’d give 
Griner and her family some 
space and time before any 
discussion about returning 
to the league, whose sea- 
son begins May 19. South 
Carolina women’s basket- 
ball coach Dawn Staley, 


who coached Griner on 
the 2020 Olympic team, 
feels that playing again 
could be helpful to the 
dominant center. 
Playing overseas brings in 
salaries for a handful of 
WNBA players that top $1 
million. It’s a lucrative al- 
ternative to the marketing 
deals that the WNBA of- 
fers players to remain in the 
U.S. during the offseason 
and promote the league; 
top players like Griner can 
now make $700,000 when 
factoring in all possible rev- 
enue streams offered by 
the WNBA. But there’s no 
denying that the disparity 
in pay between profession- 
al men’s basketball players 


and professional women’s 
basketball players Griner 
included is still vast. The 
top salaries for WNBA play- 
ers are much less than the 
minimum salary of about 
$953,000 for NBA players 
(excluding those on two- 
way contracts) for various 
reasons, primarily the differ- 
ence in profit margins and 
media rights. 
The NBA’s revenues topped 
$10 billion for the first time 
last season, and the league 
has a $24 billion, nine-year 
television deal. Its next one, 
set to kick in around 2025, 
is expected to be worth sig- 
nificantly more. The WNBA 
does not publicly release its 
revenue numbers. 


WNBA players have never 
asked to make the same 
as their NBA counterparts 
they acknowledge it’s im- 
possible but have asked 
for an equal revenue share. 
So, the WNBA players look 
outside of the U.S., and Tur- 
key has become the main 
destination for this winter 
with nearly two dozen of 
them playing there. Top 
players can make a few 
hundred thousand dollars 
playing in Turkey signifi- 
cantly less than what they 
could earn in Russia. 
Breanna Stewart, who plays 
for the Seattle Storm, chose 
to play in Turkey because 
it was closer to her wife’s 
family in Spain. 
“You want to have a bet- 
ter lifestyle, a better off- 
the-court experience, and 
just continue to appreci- 
ate other countries,” she 
told The Associated Press 
during the FIBA World Cup 
in September. Last offsea- 
son, 73 WNBA players went 
overseas. Five years ago, it 
was about 90 players. The 
decline points to the grow- 
ing options in the U.S., es- 
pecially with the marketing 
agreements, which Engle- 
bert said tripled this year. 
“The owners really stepped 
up on the compensation 
side for the players in this 
collective bargaining cy- 
cle,” Engelbert said at the 
WNBA Finals, “and I think 
the kind of quid pro quo 
for that was prioritization, 
showing up on time for our 
season.” q 


United States’ Breanna Stewart, right, shoots over China’s Zhang Ru during their gold medal game 
at the women’s Basketball World Cup in Sydney, Australia, Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022. 
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Griner’s home, but WNBA players still competing overseas 
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By TALES AZZONI 
AP Sports Writer 
AL RAYYAN, Qatar (AP) 
— Neymar is again going 
home without a World Cup 
title. Luka Modric’s quest 
continues unabated. 
Modric converted one of 
the penalties as Croatia 
knocked Brazil out of the 
World Cup on Friday, beat- 
ing the five-time cham- 
pions 4-2 in a shootout to 
reach the semifinals for the 
second straight time. 
Neymar tied Pele’s record 
for most goals for the na- 
tional team, giving Brazil 
the lead in extra time. But 
he wasn’t among the four 
Brazilian players to take a 
penalty in the shootout, in- 
stead reduced to tears on 
the field at Education City 
Stadium while the red-and- 
white clad Croatians cel- 
ebrated. 
Croatia 
goalkeeper 
Dominik Livakovic saved 
the penalty first attempt by 
Rodrygo and Marquinhos 
later hit the post. Livakovic 
had 
already 
produced 
some key stops as the 
teams drew 0-0 in regula- 
tion and 1-1 in extra time. 
“We are raised as fight- 
ers, giving our best,” Liva- 
kovic said. “And that’s the 
recipe for success.” Five of 
Croatia’s last six matches 
at World Cups have gone 
to extra time, including its 
penalty shootout win over 
Japan in the round of 16 in 


Qatar. The team has been 
successful in eight of its last 
10 knockout matches at 
the tournament. Croatia 
came from behind in ev- 
ery game of the knockout 
stage in 2018, and again in 
the two elimination match- 
es it has played in Qatar. 
“We have a strong charac- 
ter and we do not give up,” 
Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic 
said. “We were prepared 
for everything today. We 
knew that as the game 
unfolded, our chances im- 
proved.” 
Nikola Vlasic, Lovro Majer 


and Mislav Orsic also con- 
verted their penalties for 
Croatia, while Casemiro 
and Pedro scored for Brazil. 
Both goals came in the 
additional 30 minutes, first 
with Neymar scoring late 
in the first half of extra time 
to give Brazil the lead, and 
then with Bruno Petkovic 
equalizing in the 117th. 
Neymar’s goal moved him 
into a tie with Pelé as Bra- 
zil’s all-time leading scorer 
with 77 goals, but the for- 
ward again fell short of win- 
ning a major title with Brazil 
and had to be consoled 


by veteran defender Dani 
Alves as he cried after the 
match. Croatia will next 
face either Argentina or 
the Netherlands to try to re- 
turn to the World Cup final 
four years after losing the 
title to France. 
Brazil was looking to reach 
the semifinals for the first 
time since 2014. The team 
hadn’t made it that far 
since hosting the tourna- 
ment 
eight 
years 
ago, 
when the Selecao was em- 
barrassed by Germany 7-1. 
Brazil was trying to defeat 
a European opponent in 


the knockout stage of the 
World Cup for the first time 
since the 2002 final against 
Germany, when the team 
won for the last time. 
Neither Neymar nor Modric 
could do much to give their 
teams significant chances 
early on, as both teams 
played cautiously in attack 
and defense. Brazil was 
better after halftime and 
came closer to scoring. 
Neymar, starting for the 
second game in a row af- 
ter recovering from an an- 
kle injury sustained in Brazil’s 
opening match, had some 
of his team’s best oppor- 
tunities, including a cou- 
ple close-range attempts 
saved by Livakovic. 
“He was the difference 
on very crucial moments,” 
Dalic said of his goalkeep- 
er. “He was there to save 
us.” 
Neymar scored his mile- 
stone goal after dribbling 
past Livakovic inside the 
area and sending a shot 
into the top of the net. Brazil 
was a few minutes from vic- 
tory when Petkovic scored 
with a left-footed shot that 
deflected off Marquinhos 
before getting past Brazil 
goalkeeper Alisson Becker. 
TITE’S DEPARTURE 
It was likely Brazil’s last 
match under coach Tite, 
who had said before the 
World Cup began that he 
was not going to stay with 
the national team.q 


Brazil’s Marquinhos lies on the ground as Croatia’s player celebrate after the penalty shootout 
at the World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Croatia and Brazil, at the Education City 
Stadium in Al Rayyan, Qatar, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. 
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Croatia beats Brazil on penalties in World Cup quarterfinals 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Trev- 
or Williams and the Wash- 
ington Nationals agreed to 
a two-year contract Friday, 
giving the rebuilding club a 
right-handed pitcher with 
experience as a starter 
and reliever. The agree- 
ment was confirmed to The 
Associated Press by a per- 
son familiar with the deal, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity because noth- 
ing had been announced 
yet. It was first reported by 
MASNsports.com. Williams, 
who turns 31 in April, was 
a free agent after playing 
for the New York Mets last 
season, going 3-5 with a 
3.21 ERA and one save in 


30 appearances nine as a 
starting pitcher and 21 out 
of the bullpen. On Nov. 25, 
the day after Thanksgiving, 
Williams tweeted: “BLACK 
FRIDAY FREE AGENT SALE! 
TODAY ONLY! 2 for 1 Deal: 
Buy one Trevor Williams the 
RHP and also get Trevor 
Williams the LHH Corner 
Outfielder! (deal expires at 
midnight EST).” He made his 
major league debut in 2016 
and has played for three 
clubs across seven seasons 
in the majors, posting a 4.27 
ERA with a record of 38-44. 
Washington is in need of 
pitching help, particularly 
in a rotation that has been 
missing the injured Stephen 
Strasburg. Young pitchers 
Josiah Gray, 24, Cade Ca- 


valli, 24, and MacKenzie 
Gore, 23, are considered 
building blocks for the fu- 
ture, but the only other 
starter considered likely to 
be back on the team is Pat- 
rick Corbin, who was a key 
part of the 2019 World Series 
championship but was 6-19 
with a 6.31 ERA last season. 
The Nationals finished last 
in their division at 55-107 in 
2022 — the worst record 
in baseball — and are in 
the process of rebuilding 
their roster a few years af- 
ter winning the franchise’s 
first title. Their offseason has 
been relatively quiet so far 
compared to the splashy 
spending of NL East rivals 
such as the Mets and the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 


The agreement with Wil- 
liams comes about 1 1/2 
weeks 
after 
Washington 
signed free-agent infielder 


Jeimer Candelario for one 
year and agreed to a ma- 
jor league deal with out- 
fielder Stone Garrett.q 


New York Mets starting pitcher Trevor Williams in action during the 
first baseball game of a doubleheader against the Philadelphia 
Phillies, Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022, in Philadelphia. 
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AP source: Righty Trevor Williams, Nats agree on 2-year deal 


